
#4 
Acts 1:3-11 

“Now, Not Yet, Right Now” 



Introduction:  
“I’ll Be Back” 



And I believe  
what I believe  

Is what makes me  
what I am  

I did not make it,  



no it is making me  
It is the very truth of God 
and not the invention of 

any man 



The “Big Idea” 
 

The Christian life is shaped 
by the trustworthiness of the 
RESURRECTION of Jesus’ and 
the continued experience 

of the LIVING Jesus. 





I believe in God  
the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and 
earth; 



And in Jesus Christ  
his only Son our Lord:  



who was conceived  
by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, 



was crucified, dead,  
and buried; 

the third day  
he rose from the dead; 



he ascended into 
heaven, 

and sitteth at the right 
hand  

of God the Father 
Almighty; 

 



from thence he shall 
come  

to judge the quick  
and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy 
Spirit,  

the holy catholic 
church,  

the communion of 
saints,  



the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection  

of the body,  
and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 



A. First Day 



The resurrection sets the 
FOLLOWERS of Jesus in a 

new JOURNEY.  



Isaiah 42:6-7 
 

“I, the LORD,  
have called you in 

righteousness;  
I will take hold  
of your hand.  



I will keep you and will 
make you to be a 

covenant for the people 
and a light for the 

Gentiles,  



 to open eyes that are 
blind, to free captives 

from prison 



 and to release  
from the dungeon  

those who sit in darkness.  



The resurrection sets the 
FOLLOWERS of Jesus in a 

new JOURNEY.  



B. Faithfulness 



“I’ll be back.”  



NOW 



The resurrection is 
guiding life forward 

toward a SPECIFIC END. 



Philippians 2:9-11 
 

Therefore God exalted 
him [Jesus] to the highest 
place and gave him the 

name that is above every 
name,  



that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth,  



 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father.  



NOT YET 



The resurrection is 
guiding life forward 

toward a SPECIFIC END. 



NOW 
 

NOT YET 



The resurrection is 
guiding life forward 

toward a SPECIFIC END. 



C. Witness 



Jesus left Christians to be 
WITNESSES to the 

resurrection BETWEEN his 
return to heaven and his 

return to earth. 



“On the third day 
he rose again….”  



“.…he ascended  
into heaven,  

is seated at the right hand 
of the Father….” 



Hebrews 4:14-16  
 

Therefore, since we have 
a great high priest who 

has ascended into 
heaven,  



Jesus the Son of God,  
let us hold firmly to the 

faith we profess.  



 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable 

to empathize with our 
weaknesses,  



 but we have one who 
has been tempted in 

every way, just as we are
—yet he did not sin.  



Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace 

with confidence,  



so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace  

to help us  
in our time of need.  



….and will come to 
judge the living and the 

dead.”  



“cling to Jesus”  



D. On the Clock 



Jesus makes it clear that 
Christians are to make 

the best use of their TIME 
while he is GONE.  



NOW 
 

NOT YET 
 
 



NOW 
 

NOT YET 
 

RIGHT NOW! 



“Action Point” 
 

Consider how YOU can 
carry on the work of 

Jesus RIGHT NOW 
between the now  
and the not yet. 




