
Dear _____, 

I hope you are doing well. Please know how deeply grateful I am 

for your giving this past year. I hope you will continue to give to 

God’s work in 2021. 

This has been a tumultuous, stressful and strange year for most of 

us. When the pandemic hit in March, I prayed to God that our 

Church would stay connected during social distancing and remain 

financially stable during uncertain times. God answered both 

these prayers in obvious and powerful ways. Bless you for trusting 

God with your money and supporting God’s work here at First 

United Methodist Church of Tavares.  

If you do not already give or have yet to reach a full tithe (10% of 

gross or net income, you decide), I pray you will begin this year. I 

know you will experience that God has so much more for you than 

a simple financial transaction when you invest the resources God 

has given you—your energy, your prayers, your money—in the 

vision and work God has for us here at FUMC Tavares. I pray that— 

“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity,  

which will produce thanksgiving to God through us.” 

2 Corinthians 9:11 

Thank you for taking the time to read this brochure. If I can ever 

be of help to you, please feel free to give me a call anytime. 

Your friend on the journey, 

 

Pastor Mike Briggs 



When the pandemic hit, we knew worship and fellowship could 
not cease. Zoom meetings became a way of gathering with the 
choir. God led the leadership to continue evangelism and 
discipleship through online services. We were able to purchase a 
computer for online streaming, and the audio & video 
equipment needed to do so. We developed a service of 
traditional and contemporary worship, and added solos & 
ensembles.  
Going virtual has opened doors to worship around the globe! 
We now have faithful listeners not only from various states, but 
also from places such as Hong Kong! Returning to in-person 
worship is now combined with our live virtual services, as we’ve 
committed to continuing offering online. And, CDC/ACDA willing, 
the choir can return in 2021. 

Our Youth Ministry is going strong in 2020! Middle and high school students 
were pouring in to take part in music with our youth band and fellow-
shipping. Closest to my heart—our small groups— where conversations were 
becoming productive, meaningful, and making an impact. Our 2020 summer 
plans were bold, but before we could even start, they became vapors of 
shattered dreams. Though COVID-19 tried its best to dampen our spirits for 
the long haul, we pressed forward. ZOOM meetings continue the 
conversations, inspiration, and laughter. We also sent emails, text messages, 
and made phone calls to check in. We remained available to talk to and pray 
with any youth that contacted us. Though our youth gatherings are a bit 
different, we couldn't be happier that we are back to in-person fellowship, 
abiding by all CDC rules and guidelines to keep it safe.  

Despite the challenges of COVID restrictions, the Children & Family 
Ministry's vision has not changed, in fact it has expanded!  
Our mission has always been to develop life-long Disciples of 
Christ. Through our virtual services, we are globally reaching more 
kids and families than ever, by creating short videos with power-
packed messages to share online every Sunday. We have delivered 
activity kits and kept families discipled, loved, and appreciated.  

 
 

Now that we've returned to safe in-person Sunday School, we are 
looking forward to continuing our partnerships with local schools 
and to bringing back the JAM after-school ministry, and VBS in 
2021. We envision our Church being known throughout the 
community for the way it touches the lives of children & families.  



We kicked off 2020 filled with hopes and dreams of building and growing our 
preschool, holding fun seasonal events for the children, and encouraging and 
inspiring them to become the best they can be. Then the pandemic hit, and like 

everyone, we felt ourselves spiraling into a mecca of uncertainty.  

Realizing we were essential, in such a time as this, our team's hope and perseverance were the 
catalysts to determining and working out a viable plan. We are most thankful that by adhering to 
CDC guidelines and DCF's mandates our doors have remained opened from the onset of the 
pandemic. The children always have had, and will continue to have, a safe environment. Only 
God could provide such a way for us. It is humbling, yet an honor, to confidently assist families 
who depend on our Children’s Enrichment Center every week.    

Electronic-giving is simple and convenient, and is the most efficient 
giving option - for both you and the church. You can set up a one-
time gift, or weekly/monthly giving to process automatically on a 
recurring basis.  You can easily adjust your amount anytime.  

Please go to our web site for simple directions to set up safe and 
secure on line giving. You can also call the office to ask for 
assistance. You can also set this up directly through your own bank. 

Henri J.M. Nouwen, Christian author and spiritual 
guide, argues, “The pressure in our culture to 
secure our own future and to control our lives as 
much as possible does not find support in the 
Bible. Jesus knows our need for security. He is 
concerned that because security is such a deep 
human need, we do not misplace our trust in things or people that cannot offer us real security.  

Jesus bluntly tells Christians, “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with true riches?” 

Together we are learning to handle the resources God has given us so that we can handle “true 
riches” in our own lives and in the life of our church. 

God has so much more for us. . .even  in these trying times when we come to trust God 
with our lives - even our money - I am convinced we will see our influence in the lives of those 
who have yet to believe dramatically increase, as we ourselves have unimaginable experiences 
with God in our own lives. 



I invite you to take a good look at tithing in the Bible. 

No pressure, just offer God the time to see what He says about you and your money. People I 
know who tithe and give over and above to special needs, tell me God always provides enough 
for them and their families. No one has ever told me they tithe 
only to find they are in need. This might be one of the most 
important things you do to grow in our faith, and to hear Jesus 
say to you, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

Here is what I am offering, 

Read the Treasure Principal. The book is my gift to you. 

Meet together every other week for five sessions for one hour 
each time, here at church (so we have room to social distance) 
or via Zoom to discuss the book and to pray together. (You 
speak as much or as little as you want, no pressure.) 

At the least, we will have some fun together! Then let’s see 
what God does in our lives! 

If you are interested, call or email me. We will announce dates 
after the New Year. 

I just think this is so important.. 

My cell: 407-754-4633       Pastor.Mike@FUMCTavares.com 

Name 

Address 

City, State   Zip_Code 

Pastor Mike Briggs  
First United Methodist Church of Tavares  

600 W Ianthe St; P.O. Box 1086  

Tavares, Florida 32778  

Please do not let an inability 
to give keep you from 

worshiping with us. You are 

loved and valued here at 

First United Methodist Church 
of Tavares, whether you give 
or not.  

If it would be helpful, please let me know of 
your situation. I am willing to encourage, pray 
for, and support you during any difficult time 
you may be experiencing, financial or 
otherwise. 


