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“Not	  Who	  We	  Would	  
Have	  Welcomed”	  



Introduction:  
Insider 



The “Big Idea”  
 

God WELCOMES the 
ULTIMATE outsider. 



INVITATION  
 

to Communion  
or  

the Lord’s supper 



A. Grave Threat 



 Genesis 15:16 
 

 In the fourth generation 
your descendants will 

come back here,  



 for the sin of the 
Amorites has not yet 

reached its full 
measure.” 



 We should EXPECT to 
be SURPRISED by who 

God welcomes. 



B. “Outsiders” 



Leviticus 9:33  
 

“‘When a foreigner 
resides among you in 

your land, do not 
mistreat them.  



The foreigner residing 
among you must be 

treated as your native-
born.  



Love them as yourself, 
for you were foreigners 

in Egypt.  



I am the Lord your God. 



BIG THEMEs:  
 

God’s love for 
“OUTSIDERS” and 

“FOREIGNERS” 



Mark 12:28-31 
 

 One of the teachers 
of the law…..he 

asked him [Jesus],  



“Of all the 
commandments, 
which is the most 

important?” 



“The most important 
one,” answered 

Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.  



 Love the Lord your 
God with all your 
heart and with all 

your soul 



 and with all your 
mind and with all 

your strength.’ 



 The second is this: 



‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 



There is no 
commandment 

greater than these.”  



Our fear PREVENTS us 
from FOLLOWING 
Jesus to love our 

neighbor as 
ourselves. 



Confession 
and Pardon 



TOGETHER: 
 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we 
have not loved you 

with our whole heart. 



We have failed to be 
an obedient church. 



We have not done your 
will, 

we have broken your 
law, 



we have rebelled 
against your love, 



we have not loved 
our neighbors, 



and we have not 
heard the cry of the 

needy. 



Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful 

obedience, 



through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 



C. Brought Near 



Ephesians 2:11-13 
 

 Therefore, remember 
that formerly you who 
are Gentiles by birth 

and called 
“uncircumcised” 



by those who call 
themselves “the 

circumcision” (which 
is done in the body 
by human hands)—  



remember that at 
that time you were 

separate from Christ,  



excluded from 
citizenship in Israel 

and foreigners to the 
covenants of the 

promise,  



without hope and 
without God in the 

world.  



But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once 

were far away 



have been brought 
near by the blood of 

Christ.  





Rahab reminds us 
how God SAW us 

BEFORE we followed 
Jesus. 



TOGETHER: 
 

In the name of Jesus 
Christ, you are 

forgiven! 





TOGETHER: 
 

Christ has died; Christ 
is risen; Christ will 

come again. 



D. Welcoming 



Following Jesus means 
getting our hand 

“DIRTY” with 
“UNCOMFORTABLE” 

people. 



“Action Point” – Speak 
to God in prayer 

about YOUR fears in 
LOVING your neighbor 

as YOURSELF. 



TOGETHER: 
 

"Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given 

for you. 



  



TOGETHER: 
 

"Drink from this, all of 
you;  



this is my blood of the 
new covenant, 



poured out for you 
and for many 



for the forgiveness of 
sins. 



Do this, as often as 
you drink it, 

in remembrance of 
me." 




