
Graduation Acknowledgment 

Kaleb, Christian, (Zach unable to be here) 

 

The Next Step...Take It! 

Every journey begins with the next step. It doesn’t matter if it is a journey to the 
refrigerator for a snack or a cross country trip to see family or friends. Some of you 
took the next step to be here this morning.   
Every journey continues with the next step.   When you refuse to take the next step, 
you refuse to continue whatever journey you began. 
You will never go places, have new experiences and explore other opportunities, if you 
are not willing to take the next step. In life we often ask ourselves, “What is my next 
step?  What is the next step in my career, in my schooling, in my service, in my 
________... Will I take it?” 
 
Dr. Seuss wrote the book, Oh The Places You’ll Go!  The opening line reads this way, 
“Congratulations!  Today is your day.  You’re off to great places, you’re off and away.” 
We are beginning this great journey to great places of faith today.   Will you take the 
next step? 
Dr. Seuss concluded the book with these challenging words: “Kid you’ll move 
mountains, today is your day.  YOUR mountain is waiting so get on your way.” 
Today is your day, from our Senior graduates to our Super duper seniors 
Today is the day you get to take the next step in your journey. We are all at a different 
spot on the path, but we all have an opportunity to take the next step in Faith, Humility 
and Purpose 
 Are you willing to take the next step?    Approach this day...and every day... with a 
simple request “Show me your way Lord!  Show me the next step I am to take along 
the way!”  
You will take many steps in your life, lets looks at a few of them today 

   

Exodus 14:10-16 
 10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say 
to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 
see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water 
so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.  

  



The word of God for the people of God     

  

                                    
One of the guys in the Bible who faced the challenge of taking the next step with God 
was Moses.  God called him to lead all the people of God out of slavery in Egypt to the 
promised land.  
... we catch up with Moses and the people between a rock and a hard place.  The sea 
is on one side and the angry Egyptian army is closing in on them on the other 
side.  Certainly, this was a moment in the journey where Moses is crying out to God, 
“What is the next step?” 
Have you ever been there and done that?   Have you been in a situation in life where 
there was some uncertainty about the next step?  You’re asking a God, “What’s the 
next step?” 
The people were totally afraid for their lives!  They cried out in terror to Moses, “What’s 
the next step!?!?” Moses told the people:   Don’t be afraid!   Stand firm!   Watch God 
deliver...show the next step. Vs. 13 Easier said than done! Moses was reminding the 
people, and I’m sure that God hasn’t brought us this far to leave us now.  He 
encouraged the people to stand strong in their faith and see what God is going to do.  
When you take the next step...Step in faith 
 Be strong in your faith and watch for the next step God is going to show us to 
take.                                            

  
God’s word to Moses? “Order the people to get moving!” Vs. 15 In other words, 

“Take the next step!” God would show them the next step He provided.  Not the next 
step they would have thought of. God did hear their cries.  He saw the predicament 
they were in and provided the next step!  He parted the waters of the Red Sea. God 
had done His part...He showed them the next step. It was now up to the people. If the 
people had refused to take the next step they would have most likely been killed by the 
army or drowned in the sea. They did take it.  The people took the next step away from 
slavery towards the wilderness and beyond. 
In our despair we are to find our confidence in God’s presence and power.  We 
are never alone! In our depression or hopelessness, we are to stand strong and firm in 
our faith in God who delivers...who shows us the next step.  
 
We have a reminder of this in Psalm 37: “If the Lord delights in a man’s way, he makes 
his steps firm.  Though he stumble, he will not fall for the Lord upholds him with His 
hand —Psalm 37:23-24 NIV  
 
Moses and the people took the next step and continued the journey of faith God had 
called them to take...one step at a time.                                           
Jesus may call us to take the next step through a tough situation in life.  He is there to 
take us by the hand if we falter in our step. TO Have the Courage to face the 
fear...Desire to be with Jesus...Obedience to take the next step. 



You and I cannot allow fear to get in the way. Christ gives us the confidence to take the 
next step out of our crisis. We can face our crisis with confidence rather than fear or 
complaining because Jesus shows us the next step to take.  We look at situations in 
front of us and say… I can’t take the next step...you can’t...but with God all things are 
possible...and that includes the NEXT STEP regardless of how scary or daunting it 
looks. 
Step in Humility 
You cannot do this alone...accept the hand 
Jesus promises this next step of courage and strength to each of us. If we are tired, 
worn out in life to where we don’t think we have enough strength to take the next 
step...Jesus says “Walk with me.”  In other words, “take the next step.”  (Matthew 
11:28-29) 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
There is nothing in life that Jesus cannot guide us through if we are willing to walk with 
Him.  
Footprints in the sand 
  
One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 
One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 
After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 
You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me." 
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you 
Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 
When you saw only one set of footprints, 
It was then that I carried you." 
  
 He carries us…what an image 
 
The presence of Jesus in the hearts and lives of those who trust and believe in Him 
enables us to take the next step. The Good News is that no matter what “between a 



rock and hard place” moment we face in life, God will provide and show us the next 
step. Even if he has to carry us. 
Whenever we find ourselves facing these situations and others in life I trust we will 
pause and pray and ask God to show us the next step we are to take. 
Step with purpose 
 
Matthew 28:18-20: And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Go and make 
 
When you go, go with purpose 
As a coach, one of the first things you will hear me talk about is the importance of 
FOOTWORK. The smooth transition of your brain processing what it sees, knowing 
what you need to do to respond and then making it happen, one step at a time...often 
in split second intervals. Now we are talking about the smooth transition of your faith 
processing what it experiences, knowing the step you need to take and then make that 
step count with purpose every time. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:26 
 
26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer 
beating the air 
 

Take your next step and each next step with intention 
Do so reflecting the heart of God to each person you meet every single day 
 
Make Disciples… let them know who Jesus is 
 Leave an impact after each step. 
Encourage others every step of the way 
Try to make this world a better place 
Be the light in this dark world 
 
Take a step with purpose that lets everyone know your God is powerful, amazing, 
loving and always with you 
 
Now Go ...and take the next step 
 

Prayer 


