
John 20:1-18 
 

“Scandalous Hope” 



Introduction:  
Where is the King? 







The “Big Idea” 
 

The EMPTY tomb offers 
us the scandalous HOPE 

of forgiveness. 



A.  “What if….?” 



A DEAD man is now 
very much ALIVE. 



1 Corinthians 15.3-5  
 

For what I received I 
passed on to you as of 
first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins….  



….according to the 
Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was 
raised on the third day 

according to the 
Scriptures…  



1 Corinthians 15.5-8 
 

 ....and that he 
appeared to Peter, and 

then to the Twelve….  



After that, he appeared 
to more than five 

hundred of the brothers 
at the same time…. 



….most of whom are still 
living, though some have 

fallen asleep. 



Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the 

apostles, and last of all 
he appeared to me 

also….. 



A DEAD man is now 
very much ALIVE.  



B. Forgiveness 



In Jesus of Nazareth, God 
has ACTED decisively in 

our HISTORY.  



Acts 5.29-31 
 

Peter and the other 
apostles replied: “We 
must obey God rather 
than human beings!   



The God of our ancestors 
raised Jesus from the 

dead—whom you killed 
by hanging him on a 

cross.   



God exalted him to his 
own right hand as Prince 

and Savior…. 



….that he might bring 
Israel to repentance and 

forgive their sins.…” 



 Acts 10.40-43 
 

He commanded us to 
preach to the people 

and to testify …. 



 ….that he is the one 
whom God appointed 
as judge of the living 

and the dead.  



 All the prophets testify 
about him that 

everyone who believes 
in him …. 



 ….receives forgiveness 
of sins through his 

name.”  



In Jesus of Nazareth, God 
has ACTED decisively in 

our HISTORY.  



C. Christian Hope 



FORGIVENESS from God 
brings a NEW life out of 

the OLD. 





FORGIVENESS from God 
brings a NEW life out of 

the OLD. 



D. God’s Future-NOW 



Jesus offers this hope of 
FORGIVENESS as 

STRENGTH.  



“Action Point” 
 

Ask Jesus to FORGIVE 
you and give you the 
STRENGTH to forgive 

someone. 
 


